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Dear Members and Friends, 

I wonder if you, like me, have been taken aback in pandemic times by 

changes in small, ordinary things. Entering a hospital waiting room 

recently, I was struck by the single placing of the chairs.  The room was 

full of people yet they were isolated in their individual spaces. It was a 

strange sight in comparison to that of the usual rows of seats of people 

waiting, close together. Turning to look out of the windows, however, the 

view from the upper floor of the tower block was the same as it has ever 

been - a wonderful view of the city's spires and hills, including of a roof 

garden which is invisible from the ground. 

An expanded, eternal view of life is the gift which God invites us to 

accept with the birth of Jesus.  It is the loving gift which we celebrate at 

Christmas. This gift remains whatever troubles we have struggled to live 

through and whatever we still have to bear. 

In T.S. Eliot's poem "The Journey of the Magi", he imagines a wise man 

retelling the difficulties of his journey to Bethlehem. At times he longs to 

return home, to the comfort and safety of the familiar. He is lonely and 

meets rejection in a hostile world. He feels disconnected from others and 

it all takes a very long time.  He sums up his experience with the few 

terse words "A hard time we had of it". Yet he and his two companions 

kept going through difficulty and uncertainty which is what the church has 

been doing too. 

We have been blessed in North Leith during the last months, to keep 

going, to learn perhaps as never before that we may worship God 

wherever we are, including alone at home. Our doors in Madeira St have 

been open to the local community during the week too, of the hall with 

the foodbank and newly of the church, bringing the blessing of the 
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coming and going and the connection and conversation of people.  We 

continue to share ministry with other Leith churches, not least with the 

sharing of the delivery of Christmas hampers to refugees and others in 

need. 

These are all steps on the road and also a way of making that road 

clearer to others, making it easier for the love of Jesus to be seen as a 

reality in the world. 

Reality and truth are what the wise man found on reaching Bethlehem.    

He describes this shortly as   "Finding the place" and although he 

returns home, he can no longer be content with the way things were.  He 

is changed and sees life differently now. 

As we move into 2021, I hope that, together, we will hold closely to the 

different vision of life we see in Jesus and trust in the goodness of the 

future for God does not leave his people alone.  He moves forward with 

us in a way which says that his people are wanted and precious and 

beloved too. 

I wish you a very blessed Christmas, 

With love, Katherine 

Fresh Start 

Please see Ellen Lowe if you would like to support Fresh Start’s 

Cooker for Christmas appeal. 
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 2020 Christmas Appeal 

 

 

We were unable to support Christian Aid as a congregation in May as we 
usually do so it was thought appropriate that the charity should be the 
Christmas Appeal for 2020. The main focus of Christian Aid's work this 
Christmas is to be Ethiopia. 

 

Ethiopia is a large country in north-east Africa with a population of 110 
million; 63% are Christian and 34% Muslim. 

 

In Ethiopia, people living in poverty are on the frontline of the climate 
crisis. Locusts are swarming, encouraged by the long droughts and 
heavy rains.The insects – not seen on this scale in Ethiopia for two 
decades – have been causing problems in the country since last 
summer.  

 

Desert locusts eat their own body weight daily. A small swarm eats the 
same amount of food as 35,000 people in just one day. Almost 4 million 
hectares of crops – equivalent to half the size of Scotland – have been 
eaten by the locust swarms across Ethiopia this year. 

 

Women like Borgodo Tsobe, a widow and mother of five,witnessed 
plagues of locusts larger than ever before. ‘The locusts suddenly came 
out of nowhere and ate every green plant in their path. They left us 
nothing useful,’ she said. Borgodo's crops were so quickly destroyed that 
she didn’t know if anything would grow again. 

 

Christian Aid has provided locust prevention training to 130 local 
volunteers in South Omo. The volunteers learned how to become familiar 
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with the locust life cycle and how to use pesticides and sprayers 
effectively and safely. Together, they have sprayed pesticide over 2,500 
hectares of crop and grazing lands in order to control the locust 
infestation and save their new crops. 

 

Borgodo feels confident about the future. ‘We will not be panicked as 
previous time. We know what to do if the locusts return.’ 

 

Thanks to the Scottish Government’s Humanitarian Emergency Fund, 
Christian Aid  were able to act quickly to protect any existing crops and 
plant new seeds for the next harvest. They distributed over 41 tonnes of 
maize seed to 3,416 families and pastoral farmers. However the extreme 
weather means that the threat of more locusts remains high. 

 

In recent weeks ethnic violence has erupted in the north, threatening the 
lives and livelihoods of people there but also putting in jeopardy 
improvements across the entire country. 

 

Will you support our Christmas Appeal? 

Love never fails. Even when crisis threatens, love builds hope. 

Love builds hope in some of the world’s toughest places. 

Love builds resilience in some of the world’s fiercest climates. 

In the face of disease, drought and darkness, hope remains.  
      
 
Donations can be given at the church, by bank transfer to the church 
account or by sending to the church office.  

Jimmy Hudson 

 

Christmas Appeal 2019 Update  

 

We are pleased to report that the defibrillator we raised funds for last 
year has now been installed in Madeira Place, next to the Session 
House door.  It is hoped it will be in operation in early January.  
Training will follow for those interested but it is relatively simple to 
follow the instructions provided with the equipment. 
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From the Treasurer 
Thank you again to those who have been able to continue giving their 
church offerings. Special thanks to those who faithfully filled their FWO 
envelope each week; the record for the total number of envelopes for the 
one number received so far is 47! 

Further contributions, either sent to the church office or brought when 
you come to the church, and any more new/updated standing orders, will 
be very welcome. 

Expenditure for the year to the end of October exceeded income by just 
over £14,000.  
Income at the end of October totalled £55,555 (Oct 2019: £63,765) a 
drop of 13% from same time last year; expenditure totalled £69,752 (Oct 
2019: £84,780).  
Further significant fabric expenditure will be incurred before the end of 
the year, including possibly for work to deal with the blocked drains at the 
front of the church.  
(Latest update: The deficit at the end of November is just under 
£18,000.) 

During November we contributed to the costs of a project being 
organised by Central Church and Edinburgh City Mission to deliver 
Christmas Hampers to refugee and asylum seeker families living in 
Edinburgh. A donation of £320 was agreed from the Husband Bequest 
Fund for People and Projects and individual congregational contributions 
increased this amount to £450.  

We also this year donated to the Seafarers’ Christmas Gifts by money 
donations and the congregation raised £360. See note below from 
Pauline Robertson. 
Thanks to all who generously contributed to both these appeals. 
         Anne Lamont 

Message from Pauline Robertson- Sailor’s Society Port 
Chaplain Leith and Forth 

 
Can a huge thank you be intimated to the congregation for their donation 
to the Christmas gift appeal.  We raised a total of £705, which was the 
perfect amount to enable the 50 bags be filled with many Christmas 
treats. 
Once again a huge thank you. 
Pauline  

mailto:nlpc-office@btconnect.com


North Leith Parish Church Magazine  December 2020 
 

 nlpc-office@btconnect.com    1A Madeira Place, EH6 4AW      0131 553 7378 (Friday 10am to 12noon)  

Ian McDonald 

You will be interested to read this update from Ian McDonald. 

Dear Friends,  

It’s something of an understatement to note what a funny old year is 

2020!  That said, you’ll be pleased to know, I am not reflecting on the 

global pandemic or commenting on the changing nature of the 

lockdowns and the occasional need for self-isolation. However, I do hope 

you are staying safe and well. 

Anne has very kindly asked if I could share something of what’s been 

happening for me since the end of my spell as locum at North Leith.   

Well, as I’ve said, what a funny old year 2020 has turned out to be! 

I did one more stint as a locum minister, from January to Easter, closer to 

home across the Forth in Leven.   At the same time I was able to work 

“hours as required” with the Spiritual Care Healthcare Chaplaincy service 

with NHS Fife.   Until we left Scotland for Switzerland in 2010, I had 

worked in these hospitals for 14 years.   Although working only limited 

hours per week, it was good to be back in chaplaincy work and it felt very 

much like a homecoming for me.   To cut a long story short, I then 

applied for a permanent chaplaincy post and following an interview, I was 

invited to take up a full-time position in Dundee.   I am thankful for the 

opportunity and acknowledge my good fortune, knowing that so many 

people are actually experiencing the loss of their work and their 

livelihood this year. 

The new job began on the first of June.  As it happens this was one year 

to the day after starting as a   locum minister, first of all in Orkney and 

then in Leith. 

I am delighted to again be engaged with a special area of ministry.   My 

working week is split into two parts.   Three days a week I am based at 

the Carseview Centre on the Ninewells hospital site.  Here I am part of 

the Tayside provision for the Tayside Mental Health and Learning 

Difficulties Service.    

 

The other two days of the week are given over to work in the Staff 
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Wellbeing Service. This is a Listening Service providing one to one 

support sessions to NHS Tayside staff.     

I remember with fondness my short time with you at North Leith Parish 

Church.  It was an important part of my recent journey and return to full 

time ministry.  With thanksgiving and joy, I hold you and your life together 

warmly in a spirit of fellowship and faith.     

Bless you,    
Ian  

 

 

Some of the lovely crafts done by the girls in our Guiding Units which 

were displayed on the front pew in church on Remembrance Sunday 
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A Lyrical Miracle 

We loved our life the way it 
was 

Though change and 
challenge really has 

Prevailed upon the human 
race 

And put us sadly in our 
place…  

When lockdown came with 
such a force 

We did our best to stay the 
course. 

Then in Summer things 
improved 

Until in colder days removed. 

Then in Autumn things 
looked bleak 

We wonder what’s the way to 
seek. 

So in these verses, Oh how 
lyrical, 

Perhaps a prayer for Covid 
miracle. 

When to throw away the mask 
Could we, should we dare to ask 

To combat covid’s cruel infections 
Two very clever, cool injections. 

      Norma A Macarthur, November 2020 

A Winter Sonnet  

The trees are bare 

And the flowers aren’t there 

Winter is here 

The air crisp and clear 

Leaves on the ground 

Still lie around 

The sun low in the sky 

Slow to pass by 

Although much has gone 

life has to go on 

Looking forward to Spring 

Could ease everything 

Yet just for today 

Sunshine blesses my way 

Written for Christmas 2016 – New Year 2017 by Norma A Macarthur 

 

Please note that, due to coronavirus concerns, there will be no 

Watchnight Service in the church this year. We will still have 

the short family service on Christmas Day at 11:00. 
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Christmas Haikus from Linda Mckee, pictures taken on 29 

November 2020, Advent Sunday 

                          

Gold words announce news 
The birth of Immanuel. 
What wonders await? 
 

Sparkling stars cascade 
Tumbling randomly to earth 
Sprinkling Christmas Joy! 

 

 

Advent candle ring 
One of five today burns bright 

Peace and joy burst forth 
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Seven Years and Counting 

It's funny the things that stick around in the corner of your mind. I 
remember my mum and dad having a serious conversation, a 
conversation about money. My dad was at the kitchen table. He was 
recovering from a serious accident at Ardeer Chemical Works and my 
mum held an open purse in her hands. She said that it was her deepest 
wish to have a ten shilling note -fifty pence in new money- in her purse at 
the end of the week. Kids nowadays wouldn't thank you for fifty pence. 
An empty purse signified hopelessness. With an empty purse came an 
empty kitchen cupboard and such an event signified failure as a mother. 

When the foodbank sprang into life seven years ago my Labrador dog 
was an energetic bundle of mischief; now, at fourteen years, he is a 
much-changed animal. I am sure I am not the only volunteer who feels a 
bit like Buddy. 

If we measure success in terms of fulfilling our ambitions, then the 
foodbank has been a success. We have fed thousands of hungry people. 
Some clients use us once and we never see them again. Other clients 
have appeared sporadically over the years, needing a bit of help to get 
them through the next week. 

 
An important consequence of feeding people is that it allows them to 
spend the little money they have on other necessities; a pair of children's 
shoes, heating, paying the rent. If you have no money for food, you have 
no money for other necessities. 

Strangers come into our lives in the foodbank. There are those who 
speak freely, seemingly glad to have someone to listen to their situation. 
Others are reticent, feeling awkward about the situation they find 
themselves in. It is impossible to feed hungry people without being 
conscious of Matthew 25-  
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me.” 
 
And now as the economic consequences of the pandemic rise into clear 
view, unemployment will sneak into the homes and lives of very many 
good people, people who have pride and dignity. Their self-worth will be 
sorely tried in the months ahead. 
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For many Christmas will be a difficult time. I can rely on the good people 
of Leith to remember our neighbours at this special time of the year. The 
politicians tell me that the coronavirus does not recognise Christmas. 
Fortunately, giving thrives in the hearts of the people of Leith and will 
continue to do so no matter what the coronavirus recognises.  
          Stewart Lowe 

 

Message from Ewan 

Ewan Bruce sends Christmas greetings from Morayshire where he has 
been working from home since before lockdown. He has enjoyed being 
able to join in Katherine’s online worship. He is having work done on the 
house up there and now faces the challenge of having it finished in time 
for Christmas. 

 
A Thought 

 
When I look round at all the poverty and injustice I say to myself; `thank 
you God that I am not God´. Then when I remember that in every place 
of human suffering there are many caring women and men and children, 
I say to myself, `thank you God that you are God´. 

Desmond Tutu 

Church Family 

We are sad to record the following deaths since our last magazine: 
 
Gregor Cowan of Primrose Bank Road on 16 September 20. 
James Thom of Granton Park Ave on 17 September 20. 
George Forsyth at Belgrave Lodge Nursing Home on 13 October 20. 
Mary Bain formerly of Warriston Road on 10 November 20. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and all those who have 
lost loved ones this year. 

 
Changes of personal details 
Please remember to let us know any changes of address or phone 
number in order that we can keep the roll up to date. Also we will be 
pleased to have any new / updated email addresses. 
Similarly, for those who give by Gift Aid, please let the treasurer know if 
your income tax status has changed. 
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Magazine Contributions 

Thank you to those who contributed to this magazine. 

Please keep contributions coming in for future publications.  

 

 

With every good wish for the coming festive season to all our 
readers 

 

 
 

 Best wishes and Prayers for better times in 2021 
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