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January/February 2022 

Dear Friends of North Leith Parish Church, 

Hello from your newly appointed Interim 

Moderator.  I look forward to working closely 

with you all and continuing the sterling work that 

has been going on during your vacancy and 

beyond.  

A little snapshot about myself as an introduction.  

I am currently an elder in Kirkliston Parish Church and will have been 

ordained for 40 years on the 14 February 2022.  My last stint as 

Interim Moderator was with Liberton Northfield Church 2019/2020.  

Their calling was coming to a close when lockdown was imposed so 

along with Presbytery, we had to be innovative to ensure the 

minister was inducted timeously and did so with being the very first 

to be achieved virtually by the Church of Scotland. 

Originally from Glasgow, I have a working background in local 

authority where I was a Housing Manager, now retired for four years 

but prior to retiring managed in the Leith area.  Other connections - I 

stayed in the Newhaven area and was a member of South Leith 

Church. 

Girlguiding is very close to my heart as I have 40 years plus and still 

an occasional helper. 

We are starting out in a new year with new challenges ahead not just 

for North Leith but the Church of Scotland as a whole.  In December 

Presbytery circulated their consultation document which will become 

by December 2022 the new Presbytery Plan focusing very much on 
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Mission.  There are going to be seven Mission Districts across 

Edinburgh comprising of united congregations.  Where North Leith is 

concerned the proposal is that we unite with South Leith and 

Newhaven.  There are ongoing meetings and discussion between the 

three Churches’ Ministers/Interim Moderator and Session Clerks.   All 

this has been received favourably by all three Kirk Sessions.  Our next 

step is for the three Kirk Sessions to meet and collaboratively map 

out the way forward which will include consultation at 

congregational level.   

By God’s Grace all communications will be open, honest, and 

transparent in appropriate forms so that no one is left in the dark as 

to where we are and where we are going on this journey together as 

a united congregation.  

COVID permitting I will hopefully be able to meet with you in person 

soon, however you can contact me on 07921317516 or email 

kwfmckay@btinternet.com.  

Gods Peace and Blessings to you all 

 

Interim Moderator and Friend 

Christmas Appeal - Providing the means for a home-cooked meal 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to the appeal a total of £1,140 has 

been sent to Fresh Start.  
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PRESBYTERY PLAN UPDATE January 2022 

Before Christmas the Presbytery of Edinburgh issued to Kirk Sessions 

a ‘Presbytery Plan, 2022 – 2025 Consultation’ document. 

A reminder of the context from the Presbytery Moderator 

The Church is committed to operating more effectively and efficiently 

to ensure that it is properly equipped to deliver the Good News of 

Jesus Christ in a dynamic and sustainable way. At recent General 

Assemblies the whole church has been instructed to begin to draw up 

plans which will look at the future shape and number of ministries. 

All churches across the country are at the start of a four-year process 

to ensure that the best structures are in place to meet 21st century 

mission and ministry needs. 

One of the objectives of the current Presbytery consultation is to 

ensure that congregations work more closely together in efficient 

and imaginative ways to serve local communities, and to find ways to 

make this happen. A planning strategy team has produced a 

consultation document for discussion, but no final decisions have 

been made and the details contained within the plan are subject to 

change. 

An agreed plan on the best way forward will evolve in due course and 

will be shaped by the feedback from churches within the Presbytery, 

as well as national church bodies that have responsibility for overall 

planning, and for buildings.   

No final decisions about ministries or church buildings have been 

made, but this will play a part in future discussion this year. 

In the meantime, the good work that Edinburgh churches are 

involved in to support the vulnerable and the marginalised and those 

with real pastoral need continues. 

Across the country the whole Church of Scotland is facing similar 
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challenges in planning, and the process is not an easy or 

straightforward one, but the ultimate goal, whatever Plan is finally 

agreed, is to ensure that the good work of the Church continues. 

In this sensitive and unsettling time, please pray for your own 

congregation, your neighbouring congregations in the Presbytery, 

and the whole Church of Scotland. It will be together that we will, 

with God, find a way forward. 

 
North Leith Prayer Tree 

How the document’s proposals affect us  

The document emphasises the need for the Plan to be a Mission Plan 

founded on the challenge to the church to plan for growth and 

sustainability as we move to the future. We require to be creative 

and to be prepared to grasp opportunities to share the Good News in 

the parishes we are called to serve. We also need to work together to 

share resources and skills. 

You will recall that the 2021 General Assembly decreed that the 

numbers of ministry posts in the plan for Edinburgh had to reduce by 

the order of 40% from the previous plan. Recent work had divided 

the Presbytery into 18 Clusters of neighbouring parishes working 

together under the new plan. 

The consultation document has reduced this number of clusters to 7 

Mission Districts serving larger areas. In total 70 parishes will reduce 

to the order of 27.  
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Our congregation is part of the North Mission District, which would 

consist of 4 new parishes formed by unions of existing parishes:  

1. Granton and Wardie 

2. Inverleith St Serf’s and Stockbridge 

3. North Leith, South Leith and Newhaven 

4. Leith St Andrew’s, Pilrig St Paul’s and St Margaret’s Restalrig 

 

The new parish would be served by a ministry team of 2 Full Time 

Ministers of Word and Sacrament plus an Ordained Local Minister. 

(Any locally funded posts would be in addition to that.) 

It is important to note that, at this stage, no proposals have been 

made about buildings. This is because independent (from local 

office-bearers) audits of churches and halls are now taking place to 

enable decisions to be made based on both mission and soundness of 

fabric criteria.  

North Leith Session was positive about the new proposed parish 

grouping of Newhaven, North Leith and South Leith. There was 

disappointment that the Plan has broken up the four One Church for 

Leith churches across two different parishes, but there was 

recognition that this does not invalidate all the work and good 

relationships built up over the years. Further, we would still come 

together under the same Mission District.  

What Next? 

Presbytery held a (webinar) meeting to which 3 people from each 

church in the presbytery area were invited on Saturday 15 January.  A 

number of presentations were made to give background on the 

process of producing the consultation document, to expand on some 

points, to answer questions, both pre-submitted and posed on the 

day, and to outline the timetable for the next steps (see below) to 
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allow a near final version of the Plan to be presented to Presbytery in 

October 2022. The Plan has to be authorised by the national church 

Faith Nurture Forum and the General Trustees (with respect to 

buildings) with all this being finalised by the end of this year. 

Implementation then goes ahead with completion by the end of 

2025. Some unions, where there is an existing vacancy, can start to 

go ahead of final Plan agreement if the parties involved can agree 

plans relatively quickly. 

The priority for now is to get to know our neighbours in the new 

proposed parish groupings. The Ministers / Moderators and Session 

Clerks of Newhaven, North Leith, and South Leith have already had a 

couple of informal meetings.  These were very positive and 

constructive meetings with all concerned demonstrating a 

commitment to work together, and enthusiasm to make progress and 

not lose any existing momentum.  These meetings will continue as 

we start to hold more structured discussions to consider the future. 

There are already plans for joint worship and an elders’ conference. 

We aim to update you regularly. In the meantime we ask you to be 

patient and to hold all these important matters in your prayers. 

 Peter Bluett (Newhaven), Iain May (South Leith), Karen McKay 

(North Leith) Moderators 

Presbytery Plan Current Timetable 

February & March: Further written communication between 

Presbytery and Kirk Sessions to review and possibly improve 

proposals. 

April to June: Presbytery Deployment sub-groups engage with the 

new parish groupings. 
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July to September: Presbytery engages with Mission Districts, the 

National Faith Nurture Forum and General Trustees to produce and 

agree the near final version of the Mission Plan 

October: Mission Plan presented at a Presbytery meeting.  

By end December 2022: Final version of the Plan agreed and 

authorised. 

January 2023 to December 2025: Implementation of the Plan. 

 

Upcoming Worship Services 

Working with South Leith and Newhaven we now have a draft rota for 

our Sunday worship for the next few months. The general pattern is 

looking like: – 

1
St

 Sunday of the month – a worship leader from South Leith will 

conduct the service at North Leith; 

2
nd

 Sunday of the month – a worship leader from Newhaven will 

conduct  the service at North Leith; 

3
rd

 Sunday of the month – will be a joint service in one of the three 

church buildings; 

4
th 

Sunday of the month – a worship leader from South Leith will lead 

worship at North Leith. 

May has five Sundays this year and an order for May is still to be 

worked out!  

mailto:nlpc-office@btconnect.com


North Leith Parish Church Magazine  January February 2022 
 

 nlpc-office@btconnect.com    1A Madeira Place, EH6 4AW      0131 553 7378 (Tuesday and Friday mornings) 

We shall probably try to hold to the 3
rd

 Sunday being a joint service. If 

you are not in church one week and wish to check where the 

upcoming Sunday service is being held then you could look at our 

web-site. The Home page has a red banner at the top and this will 

always show when there will not be a service in North Leith church if 

you check towards the end of the week. 

This has been a special magazine to introduce our new Interim 

Moderator and to update you fully about progress with the 

Presbytery Mission Plan. 

Please keep sending in your contributions for future magazines. 

Please also remember to update us with any changes of contact 

details. 

On the Sunday nearest to Burns Night we finished the service with the 

following Blessing sung to the tune of Ae Fond Kiss. 

May the God of peace go with us 

as we travel in this place; 

may the love of Jesus keep us 

firm in hope and full of grace. 

 
The interior of the church on a sunny January morning 

mailto:nlpc-office@btconnect.com

